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Yho’zho’ ... to walk in Beauty

The way the Holy People taught us, the goal of life was yho’zho’. No word for it in
English. Sort of a combination of beauty/harmony, being in tune, going with the flow,
feeling peaceful, all wrapped up in a single concept.!

It bad been Nashibitti who had taught Leaphorn the words and legends of the
Blessing Way, taught him what the Holy People had told the Earth Surface People
about how to live, taught him the lessons of the Changing Woman—that the only goal
for man was beauty and that beauty was found only in harmony, and that this
harmony of nature was a matter of dazzling complexity.

"When the dung beetle moves," Hosteen Nashibitti had told him, “know that
something has moved it. And know that its movement affects the flight of the sparrow,
and that the raven deflects the eagle from the sky, and that the eagle's stiff wing bends
the will of the Wind People, and know that all of this affects you and me and the flea
on the prairie dog and the leaf on the cotton-wood.”" That had always been the point of
the lesson. Interdependency of nature. Every cause has its effect. Every action its
reaction. A reason for everything. In all things a pattern, and in this pattern, the
beauty of harmony. Thus one learned to live with evil, by understanding it, by reading
its cause. And thus one learned, gradually and methodicaily, if one was lucky, to
always "go in beauty," to always look for the pattern, and to find it.2

' From Tony Hillerman, People of Darkness.
% From Tony Hillerman, Dance Hall of the Dead.



